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SEGRET 26 /M 1965

{Responsa o Baguest from General Hersbey)

Esch yeox the USER couscripts men for its smed forces and militarized
security forces &uring s Tormal induetion period. The wen ere comscripled
by age grouwp with the grsat majoriity of the samual call-up being from smong
those resching their aineteenth bivihdsy during the yesr. About 10 pereent
of eanh group is exmapted fur medlcal reascns and probedbly an sdditicsal
S percent for othsy reasons. Most students are sbls to obtxin deferments
but carrent Soviet poliey 1s %o requivre prior work exparience before
afuitiing high seboal gradustes to colleges and other educatlonal institutions.
Thus, the nusber of stulsats likely to be qualifisd for deferment st the
age of ninwtesn hes been sharply reduced and is probadly some 5 to 10 per-

osat of & given age group st the present time.
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and security forome turns over Sach yesr, the sumal &rafting end discharge
of conscripis is & convenient mechanism for dtering the size of the forces
in cosparative shcrecy. Only when the USSR fiasds it politicslly expedisnt
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Militery quotas for sach of the 15 militery dlstricts of the UBER mre
based on conslderstions of sise end ethnic cheructeristics of the populetion,
Job snd sduestional qualifiostions, and politicel atatus. The mumber of
mon conseripied exmuslly bas never been munounced. It is estimsted that
the emmisl reguiremsnts have renged from spproximately cne sdllion menm in
1958 o sbous 800 thoussnd iu 1961. In 1958 tiis repressnted sbout 50 pere
defermonts wd mearly 96),.. Beesuse of the Low birth retes
in the UBER uring World Wer II waintenancs of present force levels, without
mmmmmmmmmmwumm
oldar as well.

Wiereas until the 514-1950's mowt of the conseripts were from rursl
MMM&WwwMWwMﬁMM%mmW
farees nov sre taking incressing nusbers of technicelly tesined sea.
Perhaps oxe-third of those currently conscripted have had sows technicsl
trafning folloving completion of grede school. About one-half of those
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sehool. education. The reuainder of the quota i thought to be made up of
until wery recenily high school grafustes received little or no techniosl
training.
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